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DIRECTIONS  FOR  ORGANIZING  AMD  CONDUCTING  RABBIT  DRIVES 

Prepared  in  the  Section  of  Predator  and  Rodent  Control 
Division  of  Game  Management 

Location  and  Construction  of  Corral  and  Wings 

Rabbits  may  he  controlled  at  a  cost  of  not  more  than  2  cents  each  "by 
well-conducted  drives.   To  ohtain  the  hest  results  at  least  three  drives 
should  "be  held  in  a  given  area  at  intervals  of  not  more  than  10  days.  Rah  "bit 
drives  are  necessarily  cooperative  affairs  and  to  be  successful  must  enlist 
the  aid  of  every  memher  of  the  community  concerned. 

The  heaviest  rahhit  infested  area  should  be  selected  for  the  drive. 
Since  rabhits  can  he  most  readily  driven  away  from  fields  into  brush  or  other 
cover,  the  corral,  or  pen,  and  wings  should  he  built  within  or  near  the  edge 
of  natural  cover,  located  preferahly  on  a  slight  elevation,  since  rabhits 
invariably  run  uphill,  if  possible,  when  disturbed. 

The  corral  should  be  not  less  than  50  feet  in  diameter,  with  a  wing 
extending  from  each  side  of  the  corral  entrance  forward  and  outward,  fan- 
shape,  for  one- third  of  a  mile  to  2  miles.  Making  use  of  a  convenient  fence  ■ 
will  save  time  and  material.   Corral  and  wings  may  be  constructed  of  2- inch 
mesh  poultry  netting,  36  inches  high,  which  can  be  held  upright  by  7/l6-inch 
iron  rods,  4  feet  long,  driven  into  the  ground  to  a  depth  of  1  foot.   If  a 
snow  fence  of  the  upright  batten  variety  can  be  obtained  it  will  serve  very 
well  for  wings  or  center  drift  fence  and  will  lessen  the  labor  and  cost. 

Drive  Organization  and  Advance 

After  the  corral  and  wings  have  been  constructed  the  next  step  is  to 
organize  horsemen  and  footmen  into  a  line  of  drive,  which  should  present  a 
semicircle.  As  many  as  possible  should  be  mounted  to  form  and  to  hold  the  cen- 
ter of  the  line  at  a  distance  of  about  2  miles  in  front  of  the  corral  entrance. 
Those  not  mounted  should  take  their  places  in  the  semicircle  toward  the  extreme 
ends  of  the  wings,  the  end  men  to  be  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant 
from  the  ends  of  the  wing  fences.  Each  person,  or  better,  should  carry  a  stout 
club  about  30  inches  long  for  driving  and  killing  the  rabbits. 

The  beaters  should  be  in  squads  of  five  each,  with  an  interval  of  not 
more  than  30  feet  between  each  two,  the  center  member  of  each  squad  to  be  the' 
leader.  Each  leader  should  at  all  times  direct  the  movement  of  his  squad  in 
close  coopera,tion  with  other  leaders,  all  to  be  under  the  direction  of  a  mar- 
shall  who  shall  maintain  intervals  and  alinement  as  he  concentrates  the  move- 
ment on  the  corral. 
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The  line  of  "beaters  should  "be  carefully  established  and  then,  at  a 
given  signal  from  the  marshall,  should  "begin  moving  forward.  The  movement 
of  the  line  should  "be  slow  and  steady,  the  spaces  "between  "beaters  gradually 
decreasing  as  the  drive  progressee.  Orderly  alinement  and  properly  spaced 
intervals  must  "be  maintained  at  all  times  in  order  to  keep  the  rahhits  mov- 
ing toward  the  pen. 

TAKE  YOUR  TIME.  DO  HOT  CROWD  THE  RABBITS.  ALLOW  SOME  RABBITS  TO 
DRIFT  INTO  TEE  CORRAL  AND  THE  REST  WILL  FOLLOW.  Hoise-making  contrivances 
help  start  and  keep  rahhits  moving.  Do  not  use  guns.  They  are  costly  and 
dangerous. 


